Details of suckling mice intracerebral inoculation: 0.02 mL of patient's serum was inoculated into 3-day-old Swiss albino mice by intracerebral route. The criteria for the positive test result included development of drowsiness, feathering, spasticity of legs, and paralysis. The brains of sick mice were then harvested and diluted with 0.75% bovine albumin in phosphate saline and intracerebrally inoculated into a group of 6 adult mice and observed for 21 days for sickness. Presence of above-mentioned sickness confirmed KFD infection. The aliquots of the serum samples from patients found positive by virus isolation were also confirmed at NIV, Pune, by KFD-specific RT-PCR.
